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LYRIC THEATRE PRESENTS GILBERT AND SULLIVAN'S ROLLICKING POLITICAL SATIRE IOLANTHE

San Jose, Calif., February 1, 2007 — Lyric Theatre continues its 34th season with one of the wittiest political satires ever penned for musical theater: Gilbert and Sullivan's Iolanthe.   Performances are at the Montgomery Theater in downtown San Jose and run from March 24  through April 1, 2007. Jean Marie Perchalski stage directs this production, with musical direction by Michael Taylor.

Britain was prosperous and confident in 1882 when Iolanthe opened at the Savoy Theater under the glittering novelty of electric lights. But the country was also seething with new political ideas, like women's suffrage. Digging in their privileged heels against all thought of change was the House of Lords, so in Iolanthe Gilbert focused his elegant wit on their dim-bulb obstructionism. He set the Lords and all of British politics on a collision course with — what else? — a crowd of fairies and their formidable queen, with trademark topsy-turvy hilarity and a final dilemma whose solution every lawyer would love.


William S. Gilbert and Arthur Sullivan were at the height of their powers when they brought this seventh collaboration to the stage, and many consider Iolanthe their most perfect combination of genial satire and unforgettable music.

Ticket Information

Tickets prices range from $24 to $30, with special discounts available for students, seniors, and groups of 10 or more. Tickets can be purchased in advance at www.lyrictheatre.org or by calling 408-986-1455.

About Lyric Theatre

Lyric Theatre — the South Bay’s leading purveyor of musical merriment — presents light operas and operettas at affordable ticket prices. The company has developed an outstanding reputation over its thirty-four years for high quality performances of Gilbert and Sullivan's operettas, as well as works by Victor Herbert, Franz Lehár, Jacques Offenbach, and Johann Strauss. The company also produces the Discovery Series that researches rare and neglected operettas and revives them for South Bay audiences as semi-staged concerts. Lyric Theatre is proud of training dozens of young singers, directors, costume designers, orchestral musicians, and theater technicians. Several Lyric Theatre alumni have gone on to establish professional careers at the San Francisco Opera, New York Metropolitan Opera, Chicago Lyric Opera, and in Hollywood. More than 150 dedicated volunteers enthusiastically lend their talents to the Lyric Theatre productions. 

# # # # #

For more information on this topic or to schedule an interview with a cast member or director at Lyric Theatre please call Sara Smith at 408-829-9822 or e-mail sara@got.net. Publicity photos can be obtained at http://www.lyrictheatre.org/pr/
Web/Calendar Submission

Lyric Theatre presents Iolanthe by Gilbert and Sullivan on March 24, 29, 30, and 31 at 8pm; March 25 and April 1 at 2pm, at the Montgomery Theater, downtown, 291 S. Market St. at San Carlos St., San Jose CA 95113.

Tickets & information: www.lyrictheatre.org or 408-986-1455

Stage Director: Jean Marie Perchalski

Music Director:  Michael Taylor

Adults - $27; Seniors - $24; Youth - $20.

Gilbert and Sullivan are at the top of their game in Iolanthe, a rollicking political satire that puts Britain's stuffy House of Lords on a collision course with a mob of fairies and their formidable queen, with Gilbert's trademark “topsy-turvy” hilarity and an ending that every lawyer will love.
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